
 

 
 

ADULT MEDICATION GUIDELINE 

Carboprost  

(Prostaglandin F2 Alpha) 
Scope (Staff): All WNHS Staff 

Scope (Area): Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

This document should be read in conjunction with the Disclaimer. 

 
 

Quick Links 

Dose Administration Monitoring 
Pregnancy and 
Breastfeeding 

Restrictions 

Formulary: Restricted 

SAS Category A (item requires approval by TGA) 

HIGH RISK Medication  

Contraindicated in active cardiac, pulmonary (including significant history of asthma), 
renal, or hepatic disease.  

Medication Class 

Prostaglandin, oxytocic 

Presentation 

Vial: 250micrograms/mL 

Storage 

Store at 2 to 8 °C. Do not freeze. 

Dose 

Postpartum Haemorrhage (unresponsive to conventional therapy) 

Intramuscular: 250micrograms, in repeated doses as required at intervals of not less than 15  

https://www.kemh.health.wa.gov.au/For-health-professionals/Clinical-guidelines/Disclaimer
https://formulary.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/Home
https://wnhs-healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/directory/CES/MedicalServices/Pharmacy/Pages/Helpful-Tools.aspx
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PMM.HighRiskMedicines.pdf
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minutes to a maximum total cumulative dose of 2mg (i.e. up to 8 doses).  

First dose may be given outside of the operating theatre; The requirement for additional 

doses is an indication for a Category 1 transfer to the operating theatre. 

Administration 

IM injection only  

Refer to the Australian Injectable Drugs Handbook 

Carboprost must NOT be given intravenously 

Monitoring 

Monitor for severe hypertension and bronchospasm. Diarrhoea, nausea, vomiting, flushing and a 

transient increase in body temperature after the injection are common. 

Pregnancy 

1st Trimester: Contraindicated 

2nd Trimester: Contraindicated 

3rd Trimester: Contraindicated 

For more information, please contact KEMH Obstetric Medicines Information Service. 

Breastfeeding 

Commonly used in obstetrics without complications in breastfeeding  

Mothers. For more information, please contact KEMH Obstetric Medicines Information Service. 

Comments 

Carboprost Consumer Medicines Information Leaflet  

Related Policies, Procedures & Guidelines 

WNHS Clinical Practice Guidelines: 

Postpartum complications 

Caesarean birth 

WNHS Pharmaceutical and Medicines Management Guidelines: 

Storage of Fridge Medications and Vaccines 

Return & Disposal of Medications 

References 

https://aidh-hcn-com-au.kelibresources.health.wa.gov.au/
https://www.tga.gov.au/obstetric-drug-information-services
https://www.tga.gov.au/obstetric-drug-information-services
References/Carboprost%20SAS%20CMI%20Dr%20Reddy.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.OG.RAG.PostpartumComplications.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.OG.CaesareanBirth.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PMM.FridgeMedicationsandVaccines.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PMM.ReturnandDisposalofMedications.pdf
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The health impact upon Aboriginal people has been considered, and where relevant incorporated and 

appropriately addressed in the development of this document (insert ISD Number).  (Please refer to the 

Aboriginal Health Impact Statement and Declaration for Department of Health and Health Service 

Provider Guidelines – please delete once you have completed this). 

 

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request for a person with a disability. 
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