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Class Macrolide antibiotic 

Presentation Vial (Powder for reconstitution): 1g  

Capsule: 250mg 

Oral suspension: 400mg/5mL  

Storage Store at room temperature, below 25°C 

Dose Preterm Prelabour Rupture of Membranes (PPROM):   

Oral: 

250mg 6 hourly for 10 days 

 

Prokinesis (Non antimicrobial use): 

IV: 

Dose: 50-100mg 6 hourly, if higher doses are necessary, approval 
from the patients’ consultant is required. Maximum dose for prokinesis 
500mg IV 6 hourly 

 

Infections due to susceptible organisms: 

IV: 

500 - 1000mg 6 hourly 

Not usually encouraged due to availability of more efficacious and 
safer IV agents e.g. azithromycin. 

Administration Oral: 

To be taken at least half an hour before food 

 

IV Infusion: 

Step 1 Reconstitution: Reconstitute 1g with 20mL of water for 
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This document should be read in conjunction with this DISCLAIMER 
Antimicrobial Restriction – Restricted (IV) 

For antimicrobial use Pre-approval required by ID physician or Clinical Microbiologist 

Antimicrobial Restriction – Monitored (IV for prokinesis) 
IV therapy beyond 3 days to be discussed with ID physician or Clinical Microbiologist 

Antimicrobial Restriction – Unrestricted (Oral) 

https://www.kemh.health.wa.gov.au/For-health-professionals/Clinical-guidelines/Disclaimer
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.OG.AMSA.AntimicrobialRestrictionCategoryList.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.OG.AMSA.AntimicrobialRestrictionCategoryList.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.OG.AMSA.AntimicrobialRestrictionCategoryList.pdf
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injections 

Step 2 Dilution: Dilute to a maximum concentration of 5mg/mL with 
sodium chloride 0.9%.  i.e. for a 1 g dose, dilute in 200 mL of fluid 

Step 3 Administration: Infuse over 1 to 2 hours 

Pregnancy 1st Trimester: Consider alternative* 

2nd Trimester: Safe to use  

3rd Trimester: Safe to use 

* Initial studies of erythromycin use in early pregnancy showed an 
association with cardiac malformations when compared to infants not 
exposed to the medicine. Recent studies have not found an 
association between in utero exposure and an increased incidence of 
malformations. 

There is also insufficient evidence to support a possible increased risk 
of pyloric stenosis in newborns exposed to erythromycin during 
pregnancy  

For more information, please contact KEMH Obstetric Medicines 
Information Service. 

Breastfeeding Safe to use 

Monitoring Erythromycin may prolong the QT interval and increase the risk of 
arrhythmia (risk is greater with the IV route 

Treatment with drugs that inhibit CYP3A4 may increase erythromycin 
concentration and the risk of QT prolongation; avoid combinations if 
possible. 

Clinical Guidelines 
and Policies 

HDWA Policies: 

WA Adult Medicines Formulary 

WNHS Policies: 

Antimicrobial Stewardship 

KEMH Clinical Guidelines: 

Rupture of Membranes- spontaneous  

KEMH Pharmaceutical & Medicines Management Guidelines: 

Medication Administration 
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